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“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who
propose to favor freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are
men who want crops without plowing up the ground. the
want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the
ocean s majestic waves without the awesome roar of it'’s
water.”

- Frederick Douglass
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Obama’s Message of Hope,
Unity & Change

By Michael Eric Owens

On January 3, 2008
the State of lowa and its
citizenry participated in the
greatest political victory
for a Black politician since
Southern Reconstruction
in the late 19th century.
Iowa was the stage on
which Barack Obama per-
formed his greatest feat so
far in his bid for the US
Presidency.  Throughout
his campaign run, the Sen-
ator from the great state
of Illinois has become ac-
customed to hearing the
choruses of naysayers who
first doubted his viability
for a senate seat in 2004,
and now question whether
this country is ready to
embrace a Black president.
But with Obama captur-
ing 38% of the Demo-
cratic vote in a state where
Whites make up 93.9% of
the population and Blacks
just over 2%, one would
expect that the cynicism
might give way to opti-
mism. According to CNN
analyst Roland Martin,
never before in lowa’s his-
tory had an election been
won by a Black person.
Up until Obama’s impres-
sive victory, Jesse Jack-
son’s 1984 presidential run
had been seen as a triumph
for Black America. Yet in
that race, Jackson received
only 2% of Iowa’s Demo-
cratic votes. How much
more should we applaud

Obama’s accomplishment,
especially considering that
his margin of victory was
a convincing 8%?

Barack Obama articu-
lates a message of hope,
unity and change that res-
onates in the hearts of peo-
pleall across America. The
message of hope has a uni-
versal appeal. Regardless
of our differences in back-
ground, age, gender and
ethnicity, we can all hope
for better neighborhoods,
schools, jobs, healthcare,
and a better world for our
children. Obama in his
victory speech reassured
his supporters and all of
America that “we are
choosing hope over fear.
We’re choosing  unity
over division, and send-
ing a powerful message
that change is coming to
America.” As we canvass
the erosion of our commu-
nities and the hopelessness

that rests upon the faces of
our people, Oh! How nice
it would be to hope again.

Barack Obama’s mes-
sage is not a new one. The
message of hope, unity
and change is rooted in
the Black struggle. It was
heard in the voices of John
Roy Lynch, Frederick
Douglass, Ida B. Wells,
A. Philip Randolph, Dr.
King and so many others.
Obama is now the bearer
of this message. Today, let
it reverberate from lowa to
the “prodigious hilltops of
New Hampshire; to the
mighty mountains of New
York; to the heightening
Alleghenies of Pennsyl-
vania; to the snowcapped
Rockies of Colorado; to the
curvaceous peaks of Cali-
fornia” — and on to 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington, DC. Without
hope there can be no unity,
and without unity there
can be no change. The
message is bigger than one
man or one movement, yet
one man has caused us to
remember, and to believe
again.

Michael Eric Owens is
a University of Wisconsin-
Parkside Graduate (Po-
litical Science & History)
He is currently - Gradu-
ate Student at University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
(MLIS). Email him at ow-
ensme@uwm.edu

Improve education law

By Debi Bush, President, South Carolina School Boards Association, Greenville

County School Board

Asweapproach the six-
year mark since passage
of the federal No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) Act,
nearly everyone recogniz-
es it is a badly flawed law.
What is more deeply trou-
bling is that Congress and
the administration have
failed to make urgently
needed improvements. Al-
lowing reauthorization to
languish for another two
or three years would be a
disservice to our students
and local communities.

Working to implement
the law since its inception,
school boards across the
country have shown Con-
gress the many obstacles
and unintended conse-
quences rendered by the
law.

Its “one size fits all”
approach rigidly tied to
high stakes testing is inade-
quate and does not provide
a true picture of student
and school performance.

This has led to schools
being unfairly labeled as
failures even though they
may be making important
progress in helping all stu-
dents achieve. Uncorrect-
ed, this misidentification
of schools will only grow
worse in the years ahead.
This is especially true for
South Carolina whose
schools must achieve a
much higher standard than
schools in other states.
A steadily rising perfor-
mance bar within a flawed
system will wrongfully
trap more schools in a pro-
gression of increasingly
severe sanctions, creating
a vicious cycle that threat-
ens to undermine public
support for our schools.
School boards have
recommended improve-
ments such as common
sense flexibility that de-
fers to the judgment of
local schools and educa-
tors — those closest to the

issue. We need changes
that more fairly and accu-
rately assess student and
school performance. And
we need the law’s require-
ments and associated costs
to be adequately funded by
the federal government.

Our schools, students
and educators should not
be told to “wait it out” un-
til after the 2008 presiden-
tial election when Con-
gress can find the time to
fix an unsound and under
funded law.

Waiting for a new ad-
ministration and Congress
to take action would re-
sult in the nation’s schools
suffering under a broken
system for another two or
three school years. No one,
least of all our students,
will benefit from a con-
tinuation of the status quo.
It is time for our leaders in
Washington to deliver for
our children by improving
the law now.

An Election Commitment to
Care for Kids

By Afterschool Ambassador Dr. Traci Young Cooper

We usually think of po-
litical elections as a season
when candidates propose
and make wide-reaching
commitments about how
they will improve society
— decreasing taxes, ending
the war, improving the en-
vironment, providing bet-
ter health care, being more
responsive to constituents’
needs, and so on and so
on.....
But in the primary and
general election seasons,
what if we could collec-
tively, as a community,
state and nation, assist
candidates in developing
election commitments that
could really make a differ-
ence in the lives of every-
day citizens and our future
generation.

During this highly an-
ticipated election season,
I encourage all candi-
dates to establish a plat-
form on committing to
care for America’s and
South Carolina’s kids be-
yond the regular school
day bell. In particular, I
think candidates need to
get serious and visionary
about making sure all our
kids have access to quality
afterschool and extended
day programs. These
programs perform triple
duty: they keep children
safe during the sometimes
perilous afternoon hours,
inspire them to learn with
an array of engaging and
educational activities, and
help working parents by
relieving them of worries
about what their kids are up
to after the school bell rings.

Over the last two de-
cades, we’ve seen a rev-
olution in afterschool
programming across the
nation, as afterschool pro-
grams have taken root and
begun to flourish. While
specific programs vary
from community to com-
munity, almost all involve
academic support that in-
cludes help with home-
work and a variety of en-
richment activities that

both support and expand
on the lessons of the regu-
lar school day.

But afterschool is about
much more than improv-
ing test scores. For exam-
ple, our city’s 21st Century
Community Learning Cen-
ter Afterschool Programs
have continually demon-
strated what it means to
make a difference in the
life of a child. Partners
like Junior Achievement,
The Palmetto School of
Protocol and Etiquette,
Millie Lewis Modeling
and Talent Agency, and
the Taekwando Center,
provide students across
the city with opportunities
to excel in areas of char-
acter education, personal
development, and self-
esteem. These partners
take students on field trips,
teach them essential skills
such as financial literacy,
martial arts, and the im-
portance of etiquette and
manners.

Such experiences can
have a profound effect on
children. The most recent
in a long line of research
studies on the impact of
afterschool lays any doubt
about that to rest. The
“Promising  Afterschool
Programs” study, released
this past October by schol-
ars Deborah Lowe Vandell
and Kim M. Pierce of the
University of California-
Irvine and Elizabeth R.
Reisner of Policy Stud-
ies Associates, examined
35 afterschool programs
serving nearly 3,000 low-
income students across the
nation. The study focused
on ‘“high quality” after-
school programs — those
typified by supportive re-

lationships between staff
and child participants
and among participants,
as well as rich and varied
academic support, recre-
ation, arts opportunities,
and other enrichment ac-
tivities.

The researchers’ con-
clusion will come as no
surprise to parents, educa-
tors and anyone who pays
attention:  “regular par-
ticipation in high-quality
afterschool programs is
linked to significant gains
in standardized test scores
and work habits as well
as reductions in behavior
problems among disad-
vantaged students.” In
short, high quality after-
school programs produce
results.

Knowing that, it’s hard
to see why we haven’t in-
creased public and private
support for afterschool,
to give more children and
families access to these
programs and to give af-
terschool providers the
resources they need to de-
liver the high-quality pro-
gramming children need
and deserve.

Afterschool and Ex-
tended Day Programs
should be an election year
“hot-button” issue. Make
no mistake about it, pro-
viding these opportunities
and making this commit-
ment should not just be
a concern of politicians.
Parents, local school dis-
tricts, county, city and
state governments, as well
as businesses and philan-
thropists all have an im-
portant role to play.

As we rapidly approach
November 2008, let’s hold
all candidates accountable
for making a clear commit-
ment to care for our kids.
If promises to take care for
our children aren’t the stuff
of election campaigns, I
don’t know what is.

Dr. Traci Young Cooper
is the Director of Extended
Day Programs in Richland
School District One.
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Letters to the Editor

must be submitted on Friday no later than 5p.m. All letters should be either
typed, and double spaced or printed legibly and contain no more than 250
words. The Editor reserves the right to edit, categorize or refuse to print any
submitted opinion. Letters should include the adress, and phone number of
the author(s) for verification. All expressed opinions do not necessarily reflect
those of staff or management of this publication.




